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CONSERVATION 


THE  SITE 

Lincoln  Trail  State  Recreation  Area  is  2  miles  south  of 
Marshall  and  1  mile  west  of  Illinois  Route  1  in  Clark 
County.  The  park  was  so  named  because  the  Lincoln 
family  passed  through  the  area  en  route  from  Indiana 
to  Macon  County  in  1830.  The  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail 
now  follows  this  route.  In  1936  the  original  land  ac¬ 
quisition  consisted  of  31  acres.  More  recent  acquisi¬ 
tions,  however,  have  increased  the  park’s  total 
acreage  to  1023.  The  park  and  lake  were  dedicated  in 
1958.  Today,  Lincoln  Trail  offers' the  visitor  multiple 
recreational  facilities. 

THE  LAKE 

Lincoln  Trail  Lake  is  truly  the  focal  point  of  the  park 
with  its  numerous  fingers  and  thickly  wooded 
shoreline.  It  was  the  third  lake  created  in  Illinois 
(1955-1956)  under  the  Dingell-Johnson  Act  and  is 
formed  by  an  earthen  dam  located  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  park.  The  lake  covers  146  acres  with  a 
miximum  depth  of  41  feet  extending  along  7.3  miles  of 
shoreline.  Water  for  the  lake  is  provided  by  a  water¬ 
shed  of  approximately  2100  acres. 

HISTORY 

Indian  Influence  —  The  area  which  is  now  Lincoln 
Trail  State  Recreation  Area  had  been  inhabited  during 
historic  times  by  several  tribes  of  the  eastern  Illinois 
area.  Prior  to  1700,  the  main  tribes  in  this  area  were 
the  Piankeshaw  and  Wea,  both  subtribes  of  the  Miami 
Indians  whose  territory  included  most  of  central  In¬ 
diana. 

During  the  early  18th  century,  however,  the  Kickapoo 
Indians  moved  southward  from  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers’  area  in  southern  Wisconsin.  The  Vermilion 
band  of  the  Kickapoos  settled  on  the  eastern  side  of  Il¬ 
linois  along  the  Wabash  River,  pushing  the 
Piankeshaw  and  Wea  south  and  east  respectively. 
This  area  remained  under  the  domain  of  the  Kickapoo 
Indians  until  the  first  part  of  the  19th  century  when  it 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  two  separate 
treaties. 

The  first  cession,  including  the  east  part  of  the  park, 
was  made  by  the  Treaty  of  1809  on  September  30th  of 
that  year  at  Fort  Wayne  by  the  Delaware,  Potawatomi 
and  Miami  tribes.  A  large  tract  of  land  in  Indiana  and 
extending  in  Clark,  Edgar  and  Vermilion  counties  in  Il¬ 
linois  was  ceded  under  the  stipulation  that  the 
Kickapoo  Tribe  agree  to  the  cession  of  the  western 
part  of  the  tract  located  west  of  the  Wabash  River.  The 
Kickapoo  Tribe  gave  this  consent  on  December  9, 
1809. 

The  western  boundary  of  this  tract,  known  as  the  Old 
Indian  Boundary  Line,  runs  in  a  southwesterly  direc¬ 
tion  through  Clark  County,  and  diagonally  passes 
through  Lincoln  Trail  State  Recreation  Area  near  the 
boat  dock  and  crosses  the  campground.  It  is  also 


known  as  the  one  o’clock  line  because  it  is  said  to  ex¬ 
tend  in  the  direction  of  the  sun  at  one  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  from  Pilot  Grove  in  Vermilion  County. 

The  area  west  of  the  one  o’clock  boundary  line  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Kickapoo  Indians  in 
the  Treaty  of  Edwardsville,  on  July  30th,  1819,  and  In¬ 
dian  removal  from  this  area  was  complete  by  1832. 

Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  —  In  1911,  the  Illinois  General 
Assembly  authorized  the  trustees  of  the  Illinois  State 
Historical  Library  to  investigate  and  determine  the  ex¬ 
act  route  traveled  by  Abraham  Lincoln  from  Kentucky 
to  Illinois.  It  wasn’t  until  1963,  however,  that  the  Lin¬ 
coln  Heritage  Trail  opened.  Almost  1,000  miles  long 
with  about  3,000  special  markers,  the  trail  winds 
through  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Other  Illinois  Lincoln  state  parks  and  historic  sites  in¬ 
clude  Lincoln  Log  Cabin  at  Charleston,  Lincoln  Trail 
Homestead  at  Decatur,  Lincoln’s  New  Salem  at 
Petersburg,  Lincoln  Tomb  at  Springfield,  and  the 
Metamora,  Mt.  Pulaski  and  Postville  Old  Eighth  Circuit 
Courthouses. 

FACILITIES 

Picnicking  —  Located  around  the  lake  are  several 
shaded  picnic  areas  provided  with  tables,  stoves, 
toilet  facilities,  and  water.  Four  shelters  are  available 
with  one  having  electricity.  Two  of  the  larger  areas 
have  playground  equipment. 

Camping  —  Family  camping  areas  are  available  in 
Plainview  and  Lakeside  with  Class  A  camping  sites 
providing  electricity  and  showers.  Tables,  fireblocks, 
playground  equipment,  water,  toilet  facilities  and 
sanitary  dumping  station  are  located  in  Class  A  camp¬ 
ground.  There  is  also  a  Class  D  camping  area  for  tents 
in  Lakeside  Campground. 

A  group  camping  area  accomodating  tents  is 
available  to  organized  adult  or  youth  groups  by  reser¬ 
vation. 

All  campers  must  obtain  a  camping  permit  before 
entering  the  campground. 

American  Beech  Woods,  an  Illinois  Nature 
Preserve  —  The  deep  ravines  contain  a  beech-maple 
forest  much  like  that  which  existed  in  pioneer  days. 
American  beech,  a  tree  with  a  smooth,  gray  bark,  is 
abundant  here.  In  Illinois,  beech  occurs  only  along  our 
eastern  border  and  across  southern  Illinois.  Ferns  and 
wildflowers  are  also  abundant;  including  squaw-root 
and  beech  drops  which  are  unusual  flowering  plants 
because  they  lack  chlorophyll. 

Boating  —  Boats  are  available  for  rent  at  the  boat 
dock  for  a  nominal  fee  and  private  boats  are  allowed 
to  dock  for  the  summer  for  a  fee.  There  is  a  launch 
ramp  and  parking  for  boat  trailers.  The  use  of  out¬ 
board  motors  is  limited  to  10  H.P.  and  Illinois  boating 
regulations  must  be  observed. 


Fishing  —  The  lake  is  stocked  with  largemouth  bass, 
bluegill,  sunfish,  crappie  and  channel  catfish.  There  is 
a  daily  limit  of  6  bass  and  6  channel  catfish. 

Concession  Stand  —  Located  near  the  boat  docks, 
the  stand  offers  various  refreshments  and  supplies  in 
addition  to  boat  and  dock  rentals.  There  is  a  room  on 
the  upper  floor  which  can  be  rented  from  the  conses- 
sionaire  for  picnics  and  meetings. 

Hiking  —  Beech  Tree  Trail;  approximately  Vz  mile 
long  with  a  series  of  stairways  and  foot  bridges,  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  boat  dock  parking  lot  near  the  conces¬ 
sion,  past  the  large  shelter,  to  Lakeside  Campground. 

Sand  Ford  Nature  Trail;  a  two  mile  trail  which  takes 
the  visitor  through  a  number  of  habitat  changes  from 
early  successional  pasture  to  mature  oak-hickory 
forest. 

Winter  Sports  —  Ice  fishing  and  ice  skating  are 
allowed  at  the  visitors’  own  risk.  Approximately  6 
miles  of  roadway  around  the  lake  can  be  used  for 
cross  country  skiing  when  snow  forces  closure  to 
vehicular  traffic. 

Please  —  This  area  is  for  all  to  enjoy  so  help  keep  it 
clean.  Put  all  litter  in  the  nearest  available  trash  con¬ 
tainer.  No  plants  or  parts  of  any  tree  may  be  removed 
or  damaged.  If  you  need  help  or  have  a  question,  con¬ 
tact  the  site  superintendent. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admitted  to 
any  state  site  unless  permission  from  the  site 
superintendent  has  been  obtained  to  use  the  facilities. 
In  addition,  groups  of  minors  must  have  adequate 
supervision  and  at  least  one  responsible  adult  must 
accompany  each  group  of  15  minors.  All  pets  must  be 
on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of  every 
part  of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining  rooms  are 
important  features  of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock, 
Giant  City,  and  Pere  Marquette;  White  Pines  Forest 
has  cabins  and  dining  rooms  only,  and  Black  Hawk 
has  dining  rooms  only.  Reservations  for  lodging 
should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 

Most  state  sites  are  open  the  year  round,  except  on 
Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day.  When  weather 
conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of  roads  during 
freezing  and  thawing  periods,  access  to  facilities  is  by 
foot  only. 

For  more  details  about  this  site,  contact  the  Site 
Superintendent,  Lincoln  Trail  State  Recreation  Area, 
R.R.  1,  Box  117,  Marshall,  Illinois  62441;  phone  (217) 
826-2222.  For  more  information  on  other  state  sites, 
write  Department  of  Conservation,  Land  and  Historic 
Sites.  524  S.  Second,  Springfield,  Illinois  62706. 
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